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THERE’S NEVER BEEN A 
BETTER TIME 
TO LIVE IN SANDUSKY

WHY YOU SHOULD LIVE  
IN SANDUSKY

The city offers many incentives for:

• Housing programs, such as down 
payment assistance, exterior home 
repair and substantial redevelopment

• Resident tax abatement (75% for 10 
years)

Contact the housing development 
specialist at 419-627-5832 or 
development@ci.sandusky.oh.us
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 Tandem Media Network is a local company helping local 
 businesses and charitable organizations.

 Unlike out of town agencies and media companies, we live here.  
 Like you, we care about and support the local community.

 We reach the largest audience in North Central Ohio. We know the 
 market and how to reach your ideal customers, helping your 

 business and the local economy thrive.

 Whether print or digital media, we can help your 
 business grow!  Call us today to learn more.



Joey and Sarah Cassel wanted to live in a place 
where they could be themselves. 

Joey, a filmmaker who grew up in Perkins 
Township, and Sarah, a teacher from Sandusky’s 
east side, sought to live where Joey could make 
movies. 

“For Sarah and me, it was important to find that 
kind of something that was not a suburb, and we 
thought hard about where we wanted to live at 
the time,” Joey said. “We thought of moving to 
Los Angeles, and Sarah lived in New York for a 
little while.  

“We ended up here because we saw the 
potential in the city, and we thought we could be 
a part of that and the videos could be a part of 
that, too. Whatever our vision was, it really wasn’t 
articulated, but it kind of worked out that way.” 

Sarah, who teaches at Osborne Elementary for 
Sandusky Schools, was eager to go anywhere as 
long as she had a teaching job before the school 
year started. 

“But our families are from here, and we decided 
this was a good spot to settle,” she said. “We 
bought a house right away, and we haven’t looked 
back since.” 

For several years now, the Cassel family has 
lived in their Columbus Avenue home with 
daughters Lila Mae, 5, and Jojo, 3. A third 
daughter is due in late 2019. 

“As we’ve watched our families grow, we’ve 
watched the city grow, too,” Joey said. “It’s 
exciting to see all these things happening. I think 
being here for 10 years and watching all the 
growth that’s happened, especially in the last five 
years, and being a part of that and being able 
to tell the story of that growth, has been really 
important.” 

SANDUSKY’S FILMMAKER 
When Joey returned to Sandusky in 2007, 

after attending school in Cleveland, he noticed 
potential for more than what was available. 

“I saw a downtown that was beautiful in the way 
I see things — old, beat up a little bit,” he said. 
“So I started making little videos to spur action 
and get people involved, and I remember going 
door-to-door, asking to do free videos, and a lot of 
people turned me down. They didn’t understand 
it at the time, since viral videos weren’t a thing 
back then.” 

Joey owns and operates New Departure Films, 
a video production company. Among the most 
notable videos he’s created was for the 2017 
State of the State address given by former Gov. 
John Kasich in Sandusky. The video features 
Ohio’s landscapes and appearances by former 
ESPN anchor Jay Crawford, who’s from Sandusky, 
community members, like Sandusky city manager 
Eric Wobser and Sandusky Schools superintendent 
Eugene Sanders, among others.

By CAITLIN NEARHOOD
Tandem Media Network

THE PERFECT PLACE 
TO RAISE A FAMILY
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“From that point (of when I started) to where I am now, 
I feel like all that has happened in the city, and that has 
allowed my business to grow and make videos for all 
these community institutions, nonprofits, the hospital, the 
city, Lake Erie Shores & Islands moving downtown,” he 
said. “As our family has grown, so has our business at the 
right time.

“When I’m telling a story about the city, in a way I’m 
telling my own story,” he continued. “As the city’s grown, 
I’ve grown with it so I feel a part of the story. Without the 
city’s growth, my business wouldn’t have grown, either.”  

Joey and Sarah respect each others’ passions. In fact, 
Sarah wants Joey to make more movies. 

“We live in a city where we’re able to tap into what 
makes us who we are and express ourselves in ways 
that we need to be happy,” Joey said. “In all those 
opportunities we’ve taken to express ourselves, we’ve 
been able to figure out a way to have a family in an area, 
in a home and a community that serves us best.

“I was doing videos about the city’s pioneers, and 
we were the pioneers. We saw the city and we saw its 
potential, and we moved here, built a family and saw 
everything that was beautiful about it and its rough 
edges. We contributed to creating this amazing city I 
think it’s becoming.”

BEING TOGETHER
For the Cassel family, living in Sandusky means activities 

are easily accessible, and history is within reach. 
Their home is at least 200 years old and sits next to a 

few churches of similar age. 
“There’s something spiritual about living in that area 

and just taking that in,” Joey said. “Having those iconic 
symbols (like the churches) so close by, I think, is an 
interesting place to live and a really interesting place for 
(the girls) to grow up.”

The family’s favorite stops include the Sandusky Library, 
Mr. Smith’s Coffee House, Soda Pops, Cedar Point and 
the city’s parks. 

“We’ll spend two to three hours at a park before the 
girls ask to go to another one,” Sarah said. “One of our 
goals this summer is to check out all the city parks.”  

“It really is a quintessential downtown experience 
where it’s not overwhelming,” Joey said. “We have a little 
bit of the urban experience with a world-class amusement 
park and all of these amenities and parks.” 

Joey will often take Lila to Mr. Smith’s for hot chocolate, 
sometimes before school, and the family enjoys 
downtown Sandusky eateries, like Barra, which Jojo loves. 

“We eat out a lot and try to support the local 
businesses,” Joey said. “There’s something about the 
kids having an affection for family-owned businesses that I 
think is really important.” 

Visiting the city greenhouse and checking out the 
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IT’S EXCITING 
TO SEE ALL 

THESE THINGS 
HAPPENING

annual Touch-A-Truck event are also popular 
stops for the girls. They can’t wait to explore 
the Sandusky Children’s Museum in The 
Marketplace at Cooke. 

“The city does a great job at putting on 
events and reaching out to the community,” 
Joey said. “There always seems to be 
something going on. We’re pretty busy, so it’s 
hard for us to plan things.”  

Wherever the Cassel family goes in 
Sandusky, they often run into people they 
know. 

“As a teacher, we see a lot of the kids I teach 
in the community,” Sarah said. “We go to the 
grocery store and see kids who we know. It’s 
important for us. Even with people who work 
downtown, the girls saw someone working at 
Mr. Smith’s and then saw her at the library.” 

Letting their children explore downtown 
Sandusky matters to Joey and Sarah. 

“We sort of built a world for our kids in the 
community, and I feel like we try to make them 
aware of how lucky we are for where we live 
and the lifestyle we’re afforded to live,” Joey 
said. 

Lila, the oldest Cassel girl, has grown to 
appreciate where she lives. She expressed this 
to her father as they walked home from school 
one day. 

“She said, ‘I’m really happy where we live, 
we have a really good home.’ I think she 
meant the community,” Joey said. “At her 
age, to be aware of that is pretty special, 
and that’s the lesson we try to teach them 
about community — to take advantage of a 
walkable city and to take advantage of the 
opportunities available.

“If you keep your eyes open, whoever you 
are and what your interests are, you can find 
things to do and make a really satisfying life 
here.” 
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Dru Meredith’s love of 
Sandusky turned out to be a big 
career boost.

Dru, now a vice president 
for operations, marketing and 
strategic planning, was the public 
relations officer for Firelands 
Regional Medical Center when 
then-CEO Chuck Stark told him 
to apply for the hospital’s vacant 
physician recruitment job.

He was happy doing PR. He 
loved meeting other hospital 
employees and learning how 
they helped patients. And he just 
didn’t know much about how to 
recruit doctors. 

Stark explained Dru had the 
most important qualification.

“We need people who love 
this community,” Stark said.

Stark got what he wanted. And 
getting the job “really catapulted 
my career to where I am today,” 
said Dru, who has recruited more 
than 110 doctors to come to 
Sandusky.

“It’s a critical job,” Dru said. 
“Without doctors, we don’t have 
patients.” 

So, what does he tell the 
doctors? 

Well, for one thing, he can tell 
them he and his wife chose to 
live here. 

Dru and his wife, Tahnee 
Meredith, are both from the area. 
Dru is a 1989 Sandusky Central 
Catholic School graduate, 
while Tahnee graduated from 
Margaretta High School in 1988. 
They didn’t know each other in 
high school and met years later 
via mutual friends.

When Dru graduated from Bowling Green State University, he 
couldn’t get a job in Sandusky so he worked in Cleveland. Tahnee, 
now a sleep technician at Firelands, already worked at the hospital and 
helped him apply for his first job at Firelands.

The couple, who have three children, emphasized how Sandusky is a 
great place to raise a family. It’s safe, and it has good schools.

At the same time, it has better shopping, restaurants and activities 
than many might expect in a small city, with a revitalized downtown, 
Cedar Point, the islands and plenty of major retailers only a few minutes 
away. Doctors and their spouses who wonder what it’s like to live in a 
small community quickly notice Sandusky has a Target and a Meijer. 

And Cleveland is not far away for people who want to enjoy the 
sports teams, the theater district and the city’s other offerings.

Physicians from other countries, such as India, like the proximity of 
airports such as Cleveland and Columbus with international flights. And 
doctors like the hospital’s new buildings and top technology, Dru said. 

The Merediths live in downtown and enjoy walking to several 
acclaimed restaurants or hopping aboard a boat shuttling them over to 
Kelleys Island. 

“On the spur of the moment, we can just pick what we want to do,” 
Tahnee said.

By TOM JACKSON
Tandem Media Network

WE NEED PEOPLE WHO  
LOVE THIS COMMUNITY
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BOOSTED HIS CAREER
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We’ve got you 
covered, inside 
and out.

Learn More at firelands.com

From imaging to heart surgery, Firelands Regional Medical Center has you 

covered. We offer a wide range of treatment and care services – from mental

health/addiction services and laboratory services, to cancer care and open heart 

surgery, and much more. We’re here when you need us. When you choose Firelands

hospital in Sandusky for your care and treatment, you aren’t just choosing 

a medical facility close to home – you’re choosing a partner in health.





On the surface, they’re radically different businesses.
One encourages customers to dress up in West Coast-

style apparel and climb up a 32-foot-tall rock climbing wall.
The other invites patrons to drink up fresh-pressed 

juices, super-fruit smoothies and other healthy food 
options.

In addition to a roof, both businesses at 305 E. Water 
St. in downtown Sandusky also share a common mindset 
they’ve been down with since Day 1.

Paddle & Climb, which opened in early 2018, and The 
Maca Root Juice Bar & Eatery, which debuted in late 
2018, both want to expand options in making Sandusky 
a healthier, active place for residents or those working, 
shopping, visiting and playing in the area.

The proprietors — Ryan Whaley of Paddle & Climb 
and Kelly VanCauwenbergh, who runs Maca Root with 
her husband, Brad — spoke about their commitment in 
downtown:

Q: CAN YOU EACH DESCRIBE HOW YOUR BUSINESS 
PROMOTES AN ACTIVE, HEALTHY LIFESTYLE?
RW: While we are a retail and clothing store, we also 
sell and rent out kayaks and paddle boards. It’s perfect 
because we’re right here on Sandusky Bay. The bonus of 
Paddle & Climb is we have our indoor climbing wall, which 
helps promote that active lifestyle year-round, particularly 
in the winter months. The items we sell for surfing or skiing 
also encourage people to go out and get involved in those 
activities during the winter. No matter if it’s the sunglasses, 
footwear or other attire, everything we sell encourages 
people to go do yoga, hiking, biking, fishing and so much 
more.
KV: We are a mostly organic, very clean smoothie, cold-
pressed juice shop that also has avocado toasts and 
healthy baked goods, some salads and more that you are 
not going to find anywhere else in Sandusky. A healthy and 
active lifestyle is not a fad. It’s a trend and a movement 

for people, and we want to provide them with convenient, 
nutritious and delicious options that they can get when 
they’re done working out or taking a break from climbing 
the wall, going out kayaking, finishing up yoga and other 
activities.

Q: WHY DID EACH OF YOU BELIEVE YOUR BUSINESS 
WAS IDEAL FOR DOWNTOWN SANDUSKY?
RW: As with any new business, there is always a risk factor 
involved. But, with that being said, when you have the 
ability to stand out when there is nothing around like that 
business, it gives you a bit of an advantage. We have a 
very active area around here in the summer, but what 
we didn’t have here were outlets for people to do things 
year-round and buy products to help them do those 
things. That’s what I decided to supply. So far, it’s been 
very successful, and I’ve been pleasantly surprised by the 
feedback.
KV: We actually had people caution us that Sandusky 
doesn’t have the right demographics for something like 
this. But there is a demand for people who want to eat 
clean foods that are tasty and delicious. We saw this as 
a good time, and, we thought, if we didn’t slip into this 
space and start this that someone else might. We’re so 
glad we came down here. The activity and buzz around 
Sandusky is so exciting. We knew this was a risk, but it 
was a good risk, and it has paid off. We are overly happy 
with the number of people that are coming in and moving 
toward a more healthy lifestyle. 

Q: WHAT ARE SOME OF THE MORE POPULAR 
PRODUCTS YOU SELL?
RW: Our most popular items are clothes from brands that 
you can’t typically get in our region, such as Billabong, 
Quiksilver, Patagonia and Prana. Stand-up paddle boards, 
or SUPs, have been really catching on lately, and our area 
is a great location to SUP, so we tend to sell a lot of those.

By ANDY OURIEL
Tandem Media Network
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KV: Smoothies and our smoothie bowls are our 
big sellers. The smoothie bowls are like a healthy 
alternative to ice cream, and you can top them 
with granola or hemp or almond butter. Our 
lattes are also like healing foods that energize 
your body and don’t make you crash.

Q: HOW DO YOU PERCEIVE THE CITY? AND 
IS DOWNTOWN A GOOD PLACE TO DO 
BUSINESS IN AND START A COMPANY?
RW: I can’t remember seeing so many cranes 
and ladders and scaffolding in Sandusky. But it’s 
a good sign. The reputation of the city is also 
improving. Ten years ago, the leadership was 
struggling. But, within the past five to six years, 
the leadership now seems aligned. They are 
doing a great job, focusing on what’s important 
for what makes a city grow. If that didn’t exist, 
we would not be encouraged to invest down 
here, and I believe that’s the same way for other 
businesses. We are encouraged with all the new 
businesses coming here. 
KV: The city was so encouraging. It wanted new, 
fresh ideas here in downtown, and that was a 
big decision of ours to come downtown. It’s 
great that people can come to downtown and 
get a smoothie and, not too far away, there are 
so many great things that can make for a great 
afternoon with your family. The uniqueness about 
this area is just one of the things I love about 
downtown Sandusky.

PADDLE & CLIMB, 305 E. WATER ST., DOWNTOWN 
SANDUSKY

At Paddle & Climb, we’re all about an active lifestyle 
and promoting our love for the outdoors. We offer a 
full retail shop that’s filled with goods derived from 
our passion, perfect for living the Paddle & Climb life. 
Just steps away from the waters of Sandusky Bay, we 
encourage you to rent a kayak, stand-up paddle board 
and experience part of what infused us with love for 
northern Ohio. Want to stay on solid ground? Hook up 
your harness and climb to the top of our 32-foot indoor 
rock climbing wall. See you out there.

THE MACA ROOT JUICE BAR & EATERY
Bringing fresh, real, whole, food to downtown 

Sandusky. We offer handcrafted superfood smoothies, 
bowls, avocado and breakfast toasts, cold-pressed 
juices, kombucha, bites and baked goods. We are 
always gluten free, 95 percent organic and always  
non-GMO.



There are several new and exciting projects on the horizon 
for Sandusky.

In addition to some other projects featured in this 
publication, here’s a sneak peek at what else is to come:

SANDUSKY CITY HALL
• Summary: In September 2017, city officials broke 

ground on a new City Hall in downtown, wrapping 
around Columbus Avenue and East Washington Row. 
Construction continued throughout 2018. A modernized 
51,000-square-foot area aims to house a new City Hall 
occupied by administrative employees, such as planners, 
lawyers, engineers and utility bill collectors. It’s also where 
commissioners will host their regularly scheduled public 
meetings.

• Project timeline: The building should open by  
June 24, 2019.

• Insight: The project includes 18 upper-floor apartments, 
a street-level market and spaces for other commercial 
tenants.

SHORELINE DRIVE
• Summary: In October 2018, city commissioners backed an 

initiative to overhaul the waterfront roadway.
• Project timeline: The work should finish by spring 2020.
• Insight: Tasks include enlarging the sidewalk on both sides 

and establishing a protected bicycle lane, linking with the 
Sandusky Bay Pathway.

JACKSON STREET PIER
• Summary: In October 2018, city commissioners supported 

a proposal to revamp the public waterfront space off 
Shoreline Drive.

• Project timeline: The work should finish by spring 2020.
• Insight: Tasks include maintaining all current uses — for 

fishermen, boaters and people who walk or drive there to 
park for relaxation purposes — in addition to improving 
this space. For instance, crews will build a boardwalk 
spanning the entire pier’s perimeter, which, in its current 
configuration, unexpectedly ends at the northwest corner.

By ALYSSA WIEBER
Tandem Media Network
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By TOM JACKSON
Tandem Media Network

Keith Myers knows a lot about cities.
Myers, vice president of planning and real 

estate at The Ohio State University, previously 
was the founder of the prominent Columbus 
landscape architecture and urban planning firm 
MKSK.

But, when he decided to get a place by the 
lake, he chose Sandusky.

Myers doesn’t have family ties to Sandusky. He 
simply just likes and appreciates the city.

Myers, who grew up near the water in Avon 
Lake, has lived in Cincinnati and Columbus and 
was “just looking for a place up at the lake” 
when he took a day off in May 2015 and drove 
north. He wound up sitting in a coffee shop in 
downtown Sandusky and checking out the local 
restaurants.

Myers brought up his wife, Patty — “I’ve been 
dragging her to cities for decades” — and she 
gave Sandusky a thumbs up, too.

 Myers bought a condo at Chesapeake Lofts 
after chatting with residents, who enjoy living 
there.

In 2015, he noticed the nice restaurants. But, 
since then, the downtown has continued to 
improve. He admires the work that’s going on, 
including a project to build a new City Hall in 
downtown.

Myers said he likes the fine park along 
Washington Street and the courthouse building.

“It seems like people are awakening to some of 
the great architectural treasures the city has,” he 
said.

The fact that many of Sandusky’s old buildings 
are still here contributes to the city’s charm, he 
said.

He’s a fan of the Sandusky Register’s building, 
which dates back to 1920 and will be 100 years 
old in 2020.

The Sandusky State Theatre, a former movie 
theater, which dates to 1928, is “a real gem,” 
Myers said.
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“Having one of those still 
around is really unusual,” he 
said. 

He also likes Sandusky 
Library. 

“The library is spectacular 
for a town that size,” he said. 

Myers said fall is his 
favorite season in Sandusky. 
But he likes the other 
seasons, too.

“The summers are nice, 
but the falls are even better,” 
he said. “Autumn up on the 
lake is I think the best.”

The couple also comes up 
often in the winter. 

“I love it when the bay is 
frozen,” he said. “I think the 
ice is spectacular.”

Sandusky is much calmer 
in the winter, although, “I 
like it in the summer when 
it’s really cooking.”

Myers is not the only 
condo owner who sees an 
advantage to living part time 
in Sandusky.

Kevin Cope, a law 
professor at the University 
of Virginia and a Perkins 
Township native, just 
purchased a condo at the 
Chesapeake to use when he 
and his wife, law professor 
Mila Versteeg, come to 
Sandusky to visit Cope’s 
parents and other relatives.

Cope said buying the 
condo will allow the couple 
to come to Sandusky even 
more often when they get a 
break from classes. 

“Being part of the 
downtown was essential for 
us,” said Cope, who went to 
high school with Sandusky 
city manager Eric Wobser. 
“We wanted a place in the 
heart of downtown because 
we see the great progress 
downtown has been 
making.”

Being able to look out 
on the water also is a plus, 
Cope said.

“The condo we got is one 
of the ones on the north 
end, literally 20 feet from the 
bay,” he said.



Soon the masses — no matter on their feet, bicycles or 
non-motorized watercraft — can explore Sandusky’s hidden 
frontier.

A proposed $24 million extension of the Sandusky Bay 
Pathway calls for a natural trail stretching deep into land 
brushing up against East Sandusky Bay behind Sports Force 
Parks at Cedar Point Sports Center.

For years, people couldn’t access the concealed region 
because it was once owned by a privately run airport. 
Though, in recent years, the land became public thanks to a 
partnership established between three local entities: the city 
of Sandusky, Erie MetroParks and Cedar Fair.

Known as Landing Park, artist renderings show a 
recreational pathway encircling a 27-acre underutilized 
section. The conceptual drawings heavily relied upon public 
feedback given at a series of meetings. Planners wanted to 
design a trail based upon how everyday, average citizens 

envision this land best serving themselves, their neighbors 
and other Sanduskians.

“Throughout this process, we kept them in mind,” 
said Michelle Johnson, the director of Cleveland-based 
Environmental Design Group, which oversaw The Landing’s 
design process. “We wanted to open this up and make it 
a regional destination. People felt like this needed to be a 
homegrown project.”

Some preliminary tasks at the site started in 2018, 
coinciding with Sandusky’s bicentennial, or 200-year 
anniversary. Landing Park’s first section could open as soon as 
2020.

Planners want to break up the project into chunks, 
developing and then debuting one or two areas before 
moving on to a different section. All told, and as proposed, 
the project could take 15 years to complete.

By ANDY OURIEL
Tandem Media Network

PL
AY

 H
ER

E

ALL ALONG THE 
WAT E R F R O N T

SANDUSKYdiscover16



A SNEAK PEEK INTO THE PLANS
Landing Park’s drawings offer some intriguing concepts 

and exciting amenities. 
While fully embracing the environmental aspects and 

its natural habitat, the trail also pays homage to its flying 
roots. Most notably, a runway acts as a driveway, guiding 
people to Landing Park’s northernmost and centerpiece 
landmark: The Point.

No matter the transportation mode, people can head to 
The Point’s marquee attraction, a lighthouse, doubling as 
an observation tower. The several-story-tall structure should 
offer majestic views of Lake Erie, perfect for watching birds 
migrate over water. Those in the lighthouse could also 
locate people hopping in kayaks and canoes or jumping 
atop a paddle board at one of many boat launching sites.

If people don’t want to explore or exercise, and prefer 
socializing, they can grab a drink or a bite at a small, 
privately operated plaza filled with eateries.

The Point branches off into east and west sections, all of 
which weave through the existing environments — such as 
phragmites, or tall grasses, stretching upward of 9 feet tall 
— between Castaway Bay and Eagle Point MetroPark.

To the west, people can traverse through a twisting trail 
before reaching Castaway Crossing, a pedestrian-only 
bridge spanning several feet above the water and linking 
two separated areas of land. Officials envision Castaway 
Crossing connecting with the Sandusky Bay Pathway 
on Cedar Point Drive, expanding upon the city’s only 
recognized bicycle trail.

To the east, people can travel on an elevated boardwalk 
and overlook areas, which provide unobstructed, and 
unrivaled, perspectives of Lake Erie.

“We tried to come up with all sorts of destinations 
for all sorts of users and ability levels to create a unique 
experience and destination for the city of Sandusky,” 
Johnson said. “In our meetings, we learned it was very 
important to protect the natural environment but make it 
an active space.”

BROADENING THE SANDUSKY BAY PATHWAY
Local officials are gearing up to make the Sandusky Bay 

Pathway one of the Midwest’s best recreational pathways.
Stakeholders, planners and local officials envision The 

Landing representing one of many stops along an extended 
network. Eventually, they want to build out the pathway, which 
today is an incomplete 2-mile-long trail network, primarily 
snaking through downtown Sandusky and hugging its 
waterfront.

During the 2018 State of the City address, Sandusky city 
manager Eric Wobser unveiled two sets of plans for the 
pathway:

• The first shows the Sandusky Bay trail extending to  
13 miles in length, which would weave through The Landing. 

• The second, however, reveals a more ambitious network 
in which the trail would cross county borders, stretching about 
80 miles spanning waterfront areas between Port Clinton 
and Vermilion, guiding pedestrians through various points of 
interest.

Locking down dollars for the project remains its most 
crucial component for development and completion. Helping 
the cause: The city commission recently approved a special 
financing district in which 90 percent of new tax dollars 
produced in a zone encompassing Sports Force Parks at 
Cedar Point Sports Center would aid the adjacent Landing 
Park and, thus, the Sandusky Bay Pathway.

“The Sandusky Bay Pathway is a game changer for the city,” 
Johnson said. “It redefines the city’s opportunities for local 
and regional destinations, economic development and overall 
city and regional connectivity.”





By ANDY OURIEL
Tandem Media Network

They’re originally from cities about 20 miles away.
But, after each relocated to America’s Roller Coast 

a few years ago, Erica Bennett and Nikki Scozzarella 
could never imagine living anywhere else other than 
Sandusky.

“I love all the progress going on and see so much 
excitement here, and I wanted to be closer to it all,” 
said Bennett, who grew up in Clyde.

Scozzarella, who hails from Norwalk, echoed her 
friend’s comments. 

“As I witnessed the whole transformation of 
downtown, it really drew me to this area,” she said. 

After living in an apartment, the two solidified their 
relocation in Sandusky. In late 2018, they completed 
a five-month-long reclamation project to salvage a 
historic East Market Street structure nearly falling into a 
condemned state.

They undertook a full-on, top-to-bottom home 
restoration, which included renovating their kitchen 
and bathrooms, knocking out walls, preserving interior 
woodwork, cutting down trees, installing a new roof 
and even converting knob-and-tube wiring into electric 
conduits.

“We saw the potential as soon as we walked in 
the door,” said Scozzarella, who added they took 
advantage of a city government-funded grant 
program that pays for home repairs to help offset a 
homeowner’s out-of-pocket expenses. “This house 
had good bones but just needed a lot of love, which 
we were willing to give it. We were presented with the 
perfect opportunity to fix it up and make it exactly how 
we wanted.”

Just about every day, neighbors come up to 

Bennett, a healthcare professional, and Scozzarella, a 
gemologist, to express their appreciation after they 
spruced up a storied structure and reinvigorated 
some life back into downtown’s eastern edge.

“Especially the people living at the high-rise near 
us, they stop us all the time to say how happy they 
are that we cleaned it up,” Bennett said. “And that 
makes us happy. We just love it here. We spend 
more time here than anywhere else.”

Though they do get out quite often. People can 
often see Bennett running laps around downtown’s 
waterfront perimeter along the Sandusky Bay 
Pathway. And, once spring arrives, Scozzarella is 
pretty much a permanent fixture at the Sandusky 
Sailing Club, where she often goes on seafaring 
voyages across Lake Erie.

Together they take in shows at the Sandusky State 
Theatre, pick up their produce at the Sandusky 
Farmers Market, go for a swim at the Sandusky Yacht 
Club, enjoy a cocktail at Crush Wine Bar and chow 
down on freshly made tacos at Barra — all activities 
within walking distance from their house.

“It’s really overwhelming to realize how many 
options are around us,” Bennett said. “It’s great 
we live close by to so many great things in our 
community.”

They’re also excited about what’s to come. 
Just a stone’s throw away from their porch will be 

a resort and attraction management postsecondary 
institution, a collaboration between Bowling 
Green State University and Cedar Fair. By fall 
2020, students can take tourism-related courses to 
prepare for careers in industries such as hospitality, 
entertainment and other similar fields.
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And, within a 100 feet from their home, 
they’ve recently seen a business, Tim Dorsey 
Fitness, relocate into another longtime vacant 
building.

“Developments like those, and so many 
others, is what continues to make this city 
great,” Scozzarella said. “We are seeing all these 
improvements coming at such a rapid pace, and 
it’s exciting to be in the center of it all.”

With the major investment made into their 
“forever home,” both women are here for the 
long run. 

“There is always something going on here, 
and it’s never boring,” Bennett said.

Others, meanwhile, are following the lead of 
Bennett and Scozzarella. 

“A lot of our friends are moving down here, 
and now we know so many people within a 
block of us,” Scozzarella said. “We’ve also met 
some really great people down here as well. It’s 
just a great time to come live down here, buy 
property and make an investment in Sandusky.”



By BRANDON ADDEO
Tandem Media Network
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Wherever you are in Sandusky, you’re probably within 
walking or biking distance of a park, shop or restaurant.

CARS NOT REQUIRED
After living in Cleveland and Washington, D.C., Tom 

Horsman moved to Sandusky in 2018. He didn’t own a car 
living in those big cities but questioned if he’d needed one 
here.

“I decided to take a chance on it and found Sandusky more 
bikeable and walkable than I thought.”

No matter for work or pleasure, Horsman almost always 
bikes or walks around the city.  He’s also a frequent rider on 
the city’s transit system. 

Others residents — including McKenzie Spriggs, Greg Voltz 
and Elisabeth Sowecke — also walk or bike around Sandusky. 

Spriggs walks to work, and it helps reduce stress for her. 
She’ll also walk to the Shelby Street Public Boat Launch or 
the boardwalk around the Chesapeake Lofts building on 
Shoreline Drive.

“That, to me, is really calming,” Spriggs said. 
Voltz plans to get rid of his car and use only one vehicle 

in his household. He likes to bike everywhere, and uses the 
Sandusky Bay Pathway for his rides. 

Sowecke rides her bike or walks as a primary means of 
transportation, saving her money on gas and helps keep her 
healthier

“When I’m walking and biking, it can cut down on 
expenses anywhere from $50 to $100 a month.”

WALKING YOU THROUGH IT
You can make a day out of strolling through downtown. 

A lot of amenities — such as gyms, coffeehouses and art 
centers —  are within a 10-minute walk.

People can also walk to one of about 25 different, unique 
eateries in downtown — a good opportunity to burn some 
calories pre- or post-meal. The options range from gourmet 
to pizza, coffee, tacos, sushi, perch sandwiches and much 
more.

Many love taking a stroll along the shoreline, where 
majestic sunset views await at the Paper District Marina, 
Jackson Street Pier and the Sandusky Bay Pavilion. 

Another popular spot to trek across is Washington Park, 
famous for its large clock comprised of flowers and shrubby, 
located near a newly added bust commemorating Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr.

WANT TO CATCH A SHOW? 
From Washington Park, it’s about three minutes to get 

to the Sandusky State Theatre in the heart of downtown on 
Columbus Avenue. If you want to get a drink, it takes less than 
five minutes on foot to get to a selection of bars on Shoreline 
Drive, Water Street, Market Street and Columbus Avenue. 

UNIQUELY WALKABLE
Lake Erie makes Sandusky unique in its accessibility to walkers 

and cyclists.
“No house is more than a mile and a half from the water,” 

Voltz said. “It makes it an extremely unique city to walk around 
and bike around.”

It’s also nice for “empty nesters,” who can enjoy their golden 
years with the freedom to get around without a vehicle, he said.   

There’s much to look forward to, also. 
Aside from improvements to city sidewalks and other 

infrastructure, proposed expansions to the Sandusky Bay 
Pathway and an $8.8 million project to revamp Shoreline Drive 
are expected to make life for cyclists and pedestrians even 
better, Voltz said. 
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Where else on Earth can people visit a historic 
structure and, without leaving the premises, eat 
barbecue food in one hand, chow down on raw 
cookie dough with the other then choose between 
visiting a children’s museum downstairs or launching 
axes upstairs?

Well, only in Sandusky, Ohio, can people 
simultaneously enjoy all those appetizing and 
entertaining options.

The Marketplace at Cooke, on East Market Street 
in downtown Sandusky, offers a one-of-a-kind, 
modern-retro space, where people can shop, dine, 
drink and lounge with fellow friends, shoppers, 
foodies and history lovers.

THE BACKGROUND
A yearlong reclamation project, which wrapped 

up in spring 2019, resulted in The Marketplace 
at Cooke, a new-age indoor mall filled with 
independently owned entrepreneurs offering home 
decor, boutique-style clothing and tasty treats. A 
grand opening took place April 27, attracting more 
than 4,000 people.

The project to turn a longtime vacant, near-
blighted property, once known as the Huntley 
Building, was undertaken by area developers Rick 
and Meghan Hogrefe. The spouses have invested 
about $20 million across Sandusky and Bay View 
since 2016.

They consider The Marketplace as a marquee 
property in their ever-evolving lakefront real estate 
profile. The venture is managed by their company, 
H2 Property Holdings.

The Hogrefes handpicked local entrepreneurs 
with varying talents — more specifically, those 
with experience in the arts, science, retail, food, 
beverage and more — to deliver a diverse collection 
and fun lineup of merchants.

“From the very beginning, we have been asking 
people, ‘What types of businesses do you believe 
would be useful downtown that would help make 
Sandusky a better place to visit?’” Rick said. “We 
focused on bringing those types of businesses to 
The Marketplace that we’re missing right now. We 
also wanted to offer people different choices.”

THE CONCEPT BEHIND THE MARKETPLACE
Hailing from San Diego, Rick and Meghan 

understand people crave year-round entertainment. 
After all, no matter in January or July, people visit 
their hometown for fun.

They then asked themselves: “Why not 
Sandusky?” their home away from home.

Both understand millions visit the city each year 
but mostly during the spring, summer and fall.

Then The Marketplace, as Rick explained, must 
expand Sandusky’s “vacationland” into unfamiliar 
territory.

“This is about winterizing Sandusky,” said Rick, 
who’s originally from Bay View. “There are a lot of 
great things to do here in the summer or fall. But 
this, The Marketplace, is about giving locals and 
tourists something to do downtown during the 
wintertime.”

Rick pointed to Paddle & Climb— also in 
downtown Sandusky, the business, in addition to 
renting out kayaks and selling activewear clothing, 

By ANDY OURIEL
Tandem Media Network
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offers an indoor rock climbing wall — as the first step in 
H2’s multiphase winterization plan. 

“This will help create more foot traffic downtown, 
helping not only the places within The Marketplace but 
others around it make money during the winter, which is 
usually a slow time for businesses around here,” Rick said.

The Marketplace is one of two major entities within the 
Cooke Complex, wrapping around Columbus Avenue and 
Market Street. The other: the adjacent Cooke Building, 
a mix of forthcoming entertainment, office space and 
additional retail components. The building should open in 
2020.

“The project represents improving very iconic and very 
historic buildings not only in our downtown but regarding 
the history and architectural integrity in the city,” city 
chief development Matt Lasko said. “Not to mention, 
this project is going to activate 65,000 square feet of 
underutilized retail and office space, bringing further 
activity eastward on Market Street, which is our least 
tenanted corridor downtown.”

PAYING HOMAGE TO SANDUSKY’S HISTORY
While a completely new venture, history does play a 

driving force within The Marketplace.
The Hogrefes enlisted spouses Benny and Heather 

Byington, of Sandusky Salvage and Design and Patina 
Creek, along with area resident Tara Salazar, to create an 
overall atmosphere saluting notable Sandusky periods 
from yesteryear. 

“We went with a rustic era, between the 1840s and 
1950s,” Benny said. “We have lots of pictures from the 
Sandusky Library. We have murals of the lake, Sandusky 
State Theatre and Cedar Point.”

The main concourse features many artifacts, including 
The Chief. The record-setting boat, made in Sandusky, 
traveled 110 mph over ice back in 1954. It hangs above a 
staircase leading toward the Sandusky Children’s Museum.

Continuing along the mall’s history corridor, there’s an 
empty space where Rick and Meghan eventually want 
students to create a collage. Through artistic depictions, 
the students will chronicle and highlight standout 
moments from several area school districts.

In front of the state’s mural, the Hogrefes installed 
movie theater-style seats, offering patrons a resting spot, 
of sorts, in between shopping, eating or ax-throwing. 
People, at no cost, can watch black-and-white movies 
screening on a nearby projector.

“This is going to be so great for the city,” said Benny, 
who emphasized how the Hogrefes are “wonderful 
people.”

Many people, including Sandusky city manager 
Eric Wobser, credit the Hogrefes as leading figures in 
Sandusky’s ongoing renaissance, which both respects its 
roots and embraces an exciting future.

“The Marketplace at Cooke is a perfect blend of 
Sandusky’s history and future,” Wobser said. “Rick and 
Meghan have brought a vacant building back to life 
and have repurposed it with an amazing mix of new 
businesses while, at the same time, celebrating Sandusky’s 
proud history.”

WE WANTED TO 
OFFER PEOPLE 

DIFFERENT 
CHOICES





MERCHANTS INSIDE 
THE MARKETPLACE 
AT COOKE
Here’s a current list of The Marketplace at 
Cooke tenants and what they sell:

• Fancy Me Boutique; accessories, apparel 
and things of beauty

• Bake Erie; specialty cupcakes and sweets

• Doughin’ Crazy; raw cookie dough, ice 
cream and more

• Derrick Jr.’s; barbecue and soul food

• Sandusky Bell and Deli; diner-style and 
home-cooked meals

• Noble Axes; ax-throwing bar

• Sandusky Children’s Museum; exhibits 
and information geared toward teaching 
children about science



 Sh op  • Ea t • Exp lore  • An d M ore ! Sh op  • Ea t • Exp lore  • An d M ore ! Sh op  • Ea t • Exp lore  • An d M ore !
 121-125 E. Market St. Sandusky OH

 FO R  M O R E INFO R M A TIO N G O  TO  w w w.h2property.com  and Find us on Facebook!

 • Visit the Marketplace Shops Including: 
 Bake Erie, Bay Bell 2.0, Doughin’ 
 Crazy, Fancy Me Boutique, Derrick Jr’s, 
 and Noble Axes.

 • Enjoy family friendly activities at the 
 Children’s Museum.

 • Visit the Marketplace Shops Including: 
 Bake Erie, Bay Bell 2.0, Doughin’ 
 Crazy, Fancy Me Boutique, Derrick Jr’s, 
 and Noble Axes.

 • Enjoy family friendly activities at the 
 Children’s Museum.

 Sandusky 
 Bell and 
 Deli
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Only their love for Sandusky can match the level of 
affection they show one another every day.

Dating for a little more than a year, Bronson Lillo and 
Constance Moore beam with pride whenever mentioning 
something about city they both call home.

“It’s just this cute little place that is very nice that has all 
these great shops and so many cool things to do with an 
amazing lakefront,” said Moore, a Sandusky High School 
graduate. 

Moore, who’s from Sandusky, remains active in the local 
scene. She teaches kindergarten at Mills Elementary School, 
coaches cheerleading within the Sandusky local school 
district, bartends in various downtown establishments and 
volunteers her time to teach dance to children in various 
after-school programs.

“I do it because I just like to see the smiles on the faces,” 
Moore said. 

In fact, it was at one of these programs — the city 
recreation department’s annual Spring Break Camp, in which, 
during a weeklong vacation away from classes, kids can stay 
active by playing games and learning activities — where she 
first spoke with Lillo, a Sandusky police officer. He also helps 
out at the camp.

“We were passing out forms on the last day of the 
(2018) Spring Break Camp, and we were collecting pencils, 
standing on either side of a table,” Moore said. “I remember 
him because he previously came to my class and talked with 
the children. He then asked me out on a date, and we went 
to Zinc (Brasserie).”

Since then, the two have become one of Sandusky’s 
predominant power couples, often seen eating breakfast at 
Better Half Family Diner, catching rays at Cedar Point Shores, 
grabbing a nightcap from Moseley’s Public House & Rooftop 
Bar within Hotel Kilbourne and getting dessert at Toft Dairy.

“I never realized how much there was to do here,” said 
Lillo, who’s originally from Willard and moved to Sandusky in 
2016. “All of our favorite spots are pretty convenient to get 
to from anywhere in Sandusky.”

Though they’ve earned the prestigious “power couple” 
title not because they’re out and about, enjoying life with 
friends, but due to their never-ending commitment in 
making Sandusky a better community for all.

Along with Moore’s obligations, Lillo also keeps busy. 
As one of the department’s community impact officers, 
he strives to bridge a gap, improving relations between 
citizens and law enforcement. To do this, in non-emergency 
situations, Lillo often attends community functions, 
neighborhood meetings, charity walks and other events to 
better gauge what people want or need from police.

“I really enjoy and appreciate the opportunity to develop 
bonds with different people, businesses and organizations,” 
Lillo said. “There are a lot of really good people here, and 
what I like best is that so many not only want to make this a 
great city, but they want what’s best for Erie County and the 
entire region. It’s really refreshing to see that and cool to be 
a part of it all. It’s nice to have a direct impact on the place 
where I live. Even though I’ve been here a short time, I feel 
like I belong here. I don’t see myself going anywhere else.”

Moore doubled down on her boyfriend’s comments, also 
expressing her excitment for Sandusky and aspirations for 
staying a resident.

“Even though this city is small, it’s big enough to follow 
your dreams,” Moore said. “I’m very honored to be able to 
teach dance and cheer here to children. I also want to be 
here because the people are so nice. They have big hearts.”

Often during their strolls around dusk along the Sandusky 
Bay Pathway, a waterfront walkway hugging downtown’s 
shoreline, Lillo and Moore often talk about the future of their 
relationship and what’s in store for Sandusky. 

Suffice to say, they’re equally enthusiastic about the 
prospects for both.

“Just in the last couple of years, it’s been incredible to see 
how much has been going on in the city,” Lillo said. “I’m 
really excited for five years from now, 10 years, 15 years, 
well into my career here, what are we going to have here 
that we don’t have now? How much bigger is this city going 
to get? How much better is this city going to get? I’m 
looking forward to it.”

Moore looked at Lillo, grasped his hand and flashed a 
smile before answering.

“This city is becoming a big deal now, and I’m happy 
here,” Moore said. “I wouldn’t want to be anywhere else 
with anyone else.”

FINDING LOVE 
IN SANDUSKY
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When John Murray met the love of his life, Susan, 
he never imagined they’d spend the next four 
decades living in his hometown.

You’d be hard pressed to find a person in the city 
of Sandusky who didn’t know the Murray name. 
John’s family founded one of the most successful law 
firms in the area, Murray & Murray.

He grew up on East Madison Street and took 
full advantage of the vibrant downtown and its 
waterfront. The shopping district of his childhood 
housed the department stores, restaurants and the 
only two theaters in town.

“The downtown was the center of all activity, 
and we lived seven or eight blocks away, so I used 
to walk everywhere, to school, to the bay to fish, 
to the ferry to go to Cedar Point for work,” John 
said. “It was idyllic, almost Norman Rockwell-style 
childhood.”

But, like so many children before and after him, he 
didn’t realize the beauty of his childhood home until 
he left.

“Growing up in a small town, you sort of always 
have the impression that the grass is greener 
someplace else,” John said. “I think I was committed 
to never coming back here when I left.”

John met Susan, who is originally from New York, 
while they both were studying at the University of 
Dayton.

The pair spent the early years of their marriage 
living in larger cities, like Dayton, Findlay and New 
York. But, when they decided to start a family, John 
thought back to his own childhood.

“After those experiences, you realize Sandusky 
really is a good place to live. It’s really entertainment 
heaven in the summer,” John said. “So I convinced 
Susan to come back here with me.”

“And I don’t have any regrets,” Susan added. 
“John has quite a bit a family here, and I became as 
close to them as I was to my family in New York.”

The Murrays moved to Sandusky in 1979 and into 
a home on Wayne Street, where they raised their 
three kids: Leslie, John Jr. and Tim.

“We were starting a family and were looking 
for the best place to raise kids,” Susan said. “Our 
oldest, Leslie, was born the following year.”

The city had changed drastically from his 
childhood with many businesses moving out to the 
Sandusky Mall, but the Murrays were able to provide 
their children with an idyllic childhood similar to 
John’s memories.

“The community just takes care of its own,” John 
said. “I used to tease Leslie when she was a kid 
because I’d be out practicing law, and people would 
tell me they saw her here or there, so I’d tell her, ‘I 
hear you went to buy candy.’ She’d ask how I knew 
that, and I’d tell her I know everything. There really is 
a sense of community here.”

John worked at his family’s law firm as a lawyer, 
and Susan taught reading to kids at many of the 
local Catholic schools, including Holy Angels and 
Sandusky Central Catholic School.

They discovered many young professionals just 
like them had chosen to move to Sandusky to raise 
their families at the same time.

“It was really nice to meet all these other adults 
who were raising kids at the same time. It became 
a community. We raised our kids together,” Susan 
said. “Our kids have lifelong friend, and we have 
lifelong friends who we met back in 1979.”

But, as time passed, and the children grew up, 
John and Susan purchased a home on Cedar Point 
Road and joined several others who chose to move 
away from downtown.

By MICHAEL HARRINGTON
Tandem Media Network
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THE COMMUNITY JUST 
TAKES CARE OF ITS OWN



“The downtown was desolate from the flight 
out to the suburbs,” John said.

To make matters worse, young professionals 
weren’t choosing the city as a place to start a 
family anymore.

“We stopped having the influx of young 
people to town. There was a brain drain in this 
town,” John said. “We weren’t getting young 
people moving back to Sandusky.”

John and Susan both believed none of their 
children would move back to Sandusky. Leslie 
was living in Africa, John Jr. in Seattle and Tim in 
Los Angeles.

“We thought Leslie was probably never going 
to come back this way, but then she decided 
she wanted to start a family and came back,” 
John said. “John was living in Seattle but then 
he came to the same realization that Sandusky is 
a good place to live.”

Leslie worked at Murray & Murray with her 
father for several years before starting her own 
firm, Leslie Murray Law, and John Jr. is a teacher 
at Sandusky Central Catholic School.

The return of their children and other young 
professionals to the city coincided with the 
revitalization of the downtown. John and Susan 
followed their children and moved closer to the 
downtown.

“It was our kids who started moving back to 
the downtown, so we followed them here and 
moved to Washington Street,” Susan said.

The Murrays enjoy watching the lively 
Sandusky streets from their new home’s porch. 
John said there always appears to be something 
going on as opposed to the relative isolation of 
Cedar Point Road.

They also enjoy being within walking distance 
of everything they need and often go on walks 
together along the lake.

“Walking downtown is just a fabulous 
experiment: You can walk along the waterfront 
without crossing the street for two hours,” John 
said.

“We walk to dinner almost every night,” Susan 
said. “Our friends will meet us for dinner and 
offer to give us a ride home, but we say, ‘We 
rather walk.’”

The Murrays have plenty of great restaurants 
and entertainment options within walking 
distance to choose from.

“All the restaurants have been fantastic, and 
the State Theatre has a lot events that have 
been fun,” John said.

Events like comedy shows, jazz movies and 
the Firelands Symphony Orchestra are top-
notch, they both said.  They also enjoy being 
able to walk to the library.

“There’s so much activity going on in the 
downtown right now,” John said. “It’s just 
exciting to walk around and see the construction 
of the city building and the continued 
resurgence of the city.”

SANDUSKYdiscover32



Sandusky is known for many great things. Some of them 
include world-record-breaking, death-defying roller coasters; 
a waterfront perfect for boating around Sandusky and 
to Kelleys Island or Put-in-Bay; and a terrific park system 
boasting many family-friendly amenities.

Here are just a few of those special green spaces and what 
they offer:

AMVETS/SPRAU PARKS — West Adams and Harrison Streets 
Features: Baseball diamonds

Little leaguers have ballparks to call home at the Erie Blacktop 
Field at AMVETS Park along with the neighboring Sprau Park. 
Featuring dugouts and an electronic scoreboard, the diamonds 
have received much-needed facelifts during the past several 
years.

CENTRAL PARK — 601 Fulton St.
Features: Basketball court, playground, pavilion

Located at the convergence four streets in the heart of 
Sandusky, Central Park is a place kids can gather to enjoy a day 
in the sun. Central Park was rededicated in 2018 after the city 
completed a $100,000 project to revamp the park.  Among the 
improvements were a new rim, net, backboard, blacktop and 
painted lines on the park’s basketball court, new playground 
equipment, sidewalks and a covered pavilion area. 

FOXBOROUGH PARK — 2032 Fox Run Trail
Features: Playground, swing sets

Another park recently renovated was Foxborough Park on 
Fox Run Trail near Perkins Avenue. A groundbreaking ceremony 
in April 2018 unveiled a new swing set, seesaw, dome climber, 
two-seater taxi and play structure for children. 

By BRANDON ADDEO
Tandem Media Network

LIONS PARK — 533 Winnebago Ave.
Features: Playground, splash pad, bike path, basketball courts, 
picnic area

Lions Park has enough amenities to keep children, teens and 
adults healthy and happy. That’s thanks to a nearly decade-
long project that saw $2.2 million invested into the park on 
Winnebago Avenue, off of West Monroe Street and alongside 
the Sandusky Bay. The park is home to many new additions 
installed over the past 10 years, including a bicycle pathway, 
a splash pad and two half-court basketball courts.

It also received some environmentally conscious features. 
Untreated water runoff from the park’s pavement used to enter 
and pollute Sandusky Bay, but that all changed in 2017 when 
newly installed rain gardens and storm sewers treated the dirty 
runoff water and properly carried the clean water into the bay. 

ORLANDO PACE PARK — Wamajo Drive
Features: Basketball courts, swing sets, playground, walking 
path, fitness equipment 

Named after the Pro Football Hall of Fame offensive lineman 
and Sandusky native, Orlando Pace Park gives children a 
number of ways to have fun. Pace himself said he frequented 
the park when he was young, tossing a football around with his 
friends. Today kids have room to do the same.  Those looking 
to build muscle like the Super Bowl-winning left tackle can make 
use of chin-up and pull-up bars along with plyometric boxes. 

SHORELINE PARK — 400 E. Shoreline Drive
Features: Playground, swing sets, picnic area

Rededicated in 2016, Shoreline Park is another option for 
kids to play outdoors and right on the waterfront.

The park has playground staples like slides and swings. But 
the park, like others in the city, also focuses on equipment 
for children with mobility restrictions, including a wheelchair-
accessible swing and a sensory station. Paved walkways and 
ramps give people in wheelchairs easy access to the park. 

WILBERT STREET PARK — 2002 Tiffin Ave. 
Features: Playground, swing sets

Found at Tiffin Avenue and Wilbert Street, Wilbert Street 
Park serves children in the northwest portion of the city.  The 
park received upgrades in 2017, which included a play structure 
of slides, swings and monkey bars. Swings are also handicap-
accessible. 

UPCOMING PARK PROJECTS
In the near future, city officials vowed to improve several 

other spaces, including Jaycee Park, Huron Park and Jackson 
Street Pier.

SO MANY PARKS, 
SO MUCH TO DO

PLAY H
ERE
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Sandusky Schools consistently looks to 
progress and improve. 

Within the last five years, district officials have 
developed programming and witnessed a bond 
issue approved by voters in November 2016 to 
keep its facilities on the cutting edge. 

The bond issue, a $72 million project with 
a majority of funding coming from the Ohio 
Facilities Construction Commission, will bring in 
three new buildings: 

• Ontario Primary, for first and second-grades, 
will finish by August 2020.

• The intermediate school, for grades 3-6, will 
also finish by August 2020. 

• Hancock Academy, a school for district 
preschool and kindergarten students, should 
open by 2022.

Each school will have modern amenities for 
21st century students.

Two recently created programs, geared 
toward Sandusky High School students, prepare 
them for college, the workforce and careers.  

GLOBAL INTERNSHIP PROGRAM 
Sandusky High School’s Global Internship 

Program, created about four years ago, allows 
high school seniors to explore possible career 
interests in Sandusky or far away. 

To date, about 200 businesses have agreed 
to participate, said Erin Cremean, who oversees 
the program. 

“I’m incredibly thankful for how welcoming 
they are to our students,” she said. “They 
provide such a real-world experience for them, 
which is wonderful. ” 

One of those students is Max Corso, a 
Sandusky High School senior interning at the 
IX Ranch in Montana. He’s the first student to 
score an out-of-state internship.  In fall 2019, 
Max plans to study animal science at Iowa State 
University and hopes to land a job in swine 
nutrition or genetics. 

By CAITLIN NEARHOOD
Tandem Media Network

He discovered this unique opportunity 
through someone he met during an internship at 
Routh Packing in Perkins Township. On a typical 
workday, he puts in at least eight hours.

“I definitely know how to work hard now,” he 
said. 

The ranch is split into four different farms and 
is about 90 miles from the Canadian border in 
Big Sandy, Montana. He works with about five 
other people on his part of the ranch. 

Since his experience started in winter 2019, 
Max has helped multitudes of cows birth their 
calves. Growing up, he raised pigs and showed 
them at the Erie County Fair. 

“Depending on how the cows are feeling, 
about 25 cows give birth everyday,” he said. 

He’ll sometimes check on the new calves by 
driving a big tractor and feeding expecting cows 
hay. Max also cares for work horses at the ranch 
and assists with maintaining fences and pastures. 

His daily schedule typically begins at 5 a.m. 
with horse riding, eating breakfast then feeding 
cows. After lunch, he helps with the more 
important tasks and must complete them  
by 6 p.m.

“In high school, I never thought of having 
an internship at all,” he said. “(The Global 
Internship program) helped me and other 
students see what they want to do and find a 
career field that fits them.” 

Corso encourages anyone who has the chance 
to pursue this avenue.

“Take the opportunity while your have it,” 
Corso added. “Even if it’s not something you 
end up doing, it’s a great opportunity before 
having to pay for college and change your 
career goals.”
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“He helped me a lot through this journey,” she said.
School counselor Kristina Davis also made it possible for 

Pflieger to take college classes off the high school’s campus.
“It was a great stepping stone for me,” Samantha said. “I’m 

very grateful.”
Similarly, senior Boo Sims garnered the most college credits 

of his class, earning 63 credits and saving his family almost 
$28,000. He will become Sandusky Schools’ second student to 
graduate with a high school diploma and associate’s degree

As a freshman, he began his college education the second 
semester and planned to take more than 60 credits. 

Many of Boo’s classes occurred online through BGSU 
Firelands, although he’s had a few in person. One of them is a 
college writing class taught by Sandusky High School teaching 
Beth Werling, which doubles as a journalism class. 

Boo hopes to study political science and history at Ohio State 
University or the University of Michigan. 

“I’m glad I don’t have to take as long to go through college 
now,” he said. 

BLUE STREAK UNIVERSITY 
Another future readiness program, Blue Streak University, 

is also known as Sandusky High School’s College Credit Plus 
program. The opportunity, available to Ohio high school 
students, allows them to take college courses at their school 
or on a college campus. 

Samantha Pflieger, a student at the University of Cincinnati, 
started college in high school. 

As a high school sophomore, she took one college credit 
class and enrolled in several online classes during her junior 
year through BGSU Firelands. She didn’t know she was close 
to earning her associate degree until her college adviser told 
her about two years prior. 

Samantha became the first Sandusky student to graduate 
with a high school diploma and an associate’s degree. 

“Starting out, I didn’t even know this was possible,” she 
said. “I wanted to take classes to get ahead before going 
down to the University of Cincinnati.”

During her senior year, she attended BGSU Firelands 
full-time. To finish her degree, she took 15 credits in the fall 
semester and 19 credits in the spring semester.

Samantha ended up earning 62 college credits from BGSU 
Firelands, saving her family more than $56,000 in tuition costs, 
the most from the Class of 2018.  

She acknowledged the high school’s college and career 
readiness coach, Richard Koonce, for his guidance.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON:

• The Global Internship Program, visit  
scs-k12.net/TheGlobalInternshipExperience.aspx

• Blue Streak University, visit  
scs-k12.net/BlueStreakUniversity.aspx



A unique educational opportunity awaits in downtown 
Sandusky. 

In fact, there’s no other academic program like it elsewhere 
in the world. 

Through a public-private partnership, Cedar Fair and 
Bowling Green State University are creating a college paired 
with a campus-style environment on East Market Street in 
downtown Sandusky. 

The academic center, solely focused on teaching tourism-
related courses, and a related residential setting, housing 
upward of 200 students year-round, is slated to open in fall 
2020.

Bowling Green State University is developing a curriculum 
tailored to the tourism industry. More specifically, it focuses 
on subjects pertaining to the business of traveling, hospitality 
and entertainment. Upon completion of the major, students 
would receive a bachelor’s degree in resort and attraction 
management.

By CAITLIN NEARHOOD
Tandem Media Network

Undergraduates at the junior and senior levels can 
register for classes on these subjects, all taught by 
university-employed educators. BGSU students, no matter 
at the main campus in Bowling Green or BGSU Firelands in 
Huron Township, are eligible to sign up for these classes. 
Meanwhile, those enrolled elsewhere, such as at other 
colleges, can transfer into the program.

Headquartered in Sandusky, and acting as Cedar Point’s 
parent company, Cedar Fair would own and operate the 
building beside Value City Furniture. The company will 
assist with input about the program’s curriculum, paid co-
ops, and more. 

Executives envision the academic program serving 
as a professional pipeline, directing trained and skilled 
graduates to employment opportunities at one of Cedar 
Fair’s 11 properties, including Cedar Point in Sandusky.
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A degree can also prepare students to find work at other amusement 
parks, cruise lines, resorts, hotels and countless other tourism-related 
jobs or careers. 

Tourism is Erie County’s largest source of income, so it’s no surprise 
why this program came to fruition. Having Lake Erie Shores & Islands in 
its new location close by is an added bonus for students, too. 

“As a central hub for the resort and attraction industry, with both the 
corporate headquarters for Cedar Fair and Cedar Point Amusement 
Park located in Sandusky, downtown was a natural choice to build a 
dedicated facility for BGSU students to complete their degree designed 
around the very industry that is a significant part of the community,” 
BGSU president Rodney Rogers said. 

Cedar Fair executive vice president and general counsel Duff Milkie 
couldn’t agree more. 

“Downtown Sandusky is a great fit for the new resort and attraction 
management program,” he said. “The location is convenient to Cedar 
Point, our flagship park, which will serve as the ultimate in real-world 
classrooms. Additionally, with the ongoing revitalization, downtown is an 
ideal campus location for students to live, learn and have fun.”

When the program debuts, there’s no doubt students will seek 
amusement of their own when not in class. 

Chris Parthemore, executive director of the Sandusky State Theatre, 
strongly believes downtown Sandusky will appeal to students, since 
resources like entertainment will be close by. 

“Sandusky has done a great job making downtown a walkable 
city, which appeals to young professionals,” he said. “As the city 
has evolved, the entertainment options have evolved with it and will 
continue to do so.” 





By MICHELLE PLETCHER
Tandem Media Network

If Rich Finneran knows anything, it’s finances and how a 
community can flourish. 

With that knowledge, and through his longtime position 
as vice president of commercial lending at Civista Bank, 
Finneran has been apart of the resurgence of his hometown: 
Sandusky.

As homegrown as they get, Finneran has lived in Erie 
County the majority of his life, only briefly moving away 
after graduating from Sandusky Central Catholic School. 
He attended the University of Dayton and, after getting his 
bachelor’s degree in finance, he returned home to begin the 
rest of his life.

H O W  T H E 
HOMEGROWN 

GROW 
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“My wife, Sukie, was my high school sweetheart, so, 
after college, I was happy to come back and wait for her to 
graduate, but we weren’t sure what we were going to do,” 
Finneran said. “When she graduated, we got married shortly 
after, we decided we liked the area, we liked being around 
our family and friends who were here, so we settled in.”

Another reason Finneran attests for choosing to take root 
in Sandusky was the career he had already begun developing 
at Civista Bank, formally known as Citizens Bank. 

It was during summer breaks of his final college years when 
Finneran began working for Civista. Once he completed his 
degree, he was offered a full-time position as a management 
trainee, which allowed him to bounce between departments, 
learning every aspect of the banking business. 



Finneran eventually found himself in lending, where he spent five years 
specializing in the mortgage and consumer side of loans. Around 2000, 
Civista expanded in order to more adequately meet the needs of its 
customers and community, and Finneran was in the midst of it all. 

“The bank started trying to help the local businesses. They asked me 
if I wanted to transfer from the consumer side to the business side. I 
became a commercial, small business lender, and I’ve been doing it ever 
since,” Finneran said. “We’ve got a lot of good, hard-working business 
owners who have been here a long time. The people who are committed 
to the area, we try to go out of our way to help, because they are critical 
to a smaller community like Sandusky.”

Over the years, Finneran worked with a wide number of area 
businesses at various stages of their life cycles. While some came to 
the bank already established, numerous others opened their doors with 
Civista by their side. As those businesses grew, many created new jobs 
while continuously boosting the local economy and giving non-residents 
more of a reason to frequently visit and even relocate permanently. 

Speaking as a family man who loves spending time with his wife and 
three daughters, and as someone who serves on over half a dozen 
boards and committees for community-enriching organizations, other 
aspects of Sandusky that Finneran loves are the parks, community events, 
landmarks, educational opportunities and overall sense of closeness.

“The family aspect of Sandusky is good draw. We have the holiday 
celebrations, the 5Ks, the tall ships, the festivals, all the things like that,” 
Finneran said. “I like my family to be involved in stuff like that because 
I want them to see the value of being apart of and giving back to the 
community.

“I have been here all my life. I’ve worked at Civista for 27 years now, 
and the majority of that time has been in the downtown office. I would 
say right now is the most activity I’ve seen in all those years down here,” 
Finneran said. 

“Our leaders have done a great job at promoting, and I’m thankful for 
their commitment and vision. Generally speaking, Sandusky is a good, 
safe place to live that has a lot to offer.”
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Sandusky isn’t only a great place to raise a family; 
It’s the perfect place to enjoy the freedom of an 
empty nest.

Richard Koonce was born and raised in Sandusky 
but moved away and was a professor at a university 
in Norfolk, Virginia.

His future wife, Nesy, moved to Sandusky in 
1992 with her first husband. Her love for Sandusky 
survived her first marriage.

“We were both previously married,” Nesy said. 
“My kids were 9 and 5 when we separated, and I 
had my business established here. I had bought 
a home here, and it was a good place to raise a 
family. I liked the school system.”

Richard met Nesy in 2001 while visiting family 
back in Sandusky. He decided to move back in 
2003 to help care for his ill mother and to get 
closer to Nesy.

“My main intention was to come and try to build 
a relationship with this woman I met and help take 
care of my mom,” Richard said.

He was able to win a residential college 
scholarship and went back to graduate school 
as he oversaw his mother’s health. When he and 
Nesy married, they helped raise each other’s kids 
together.

“I thought Sandusky was a great place and still 
think it’s a great place,” Richard said. “You don’t 
have to worry about the level of crime that other 
places have.”

He was happy to be home, but Richard also had 
a call to activism. He became a strong supporter 
of the school district, ran for a school board seat 
twice, winning the second time. He also got 
involved in coaching. Their kids were also active in 
the community.

By MICHAEL HARRINGTON
Tandem Media Network

“My kids were really involved. My daughter did 
dance, and my son was playing basketball,” Nesy 
said. “Then with my in-laws and friends there was 
just a great support system here.”

“With their children — Rishaad Koonce, Isiah 
Johnson and Morgan Johnson — all grown up now, 
the Koonces decided to stay in the area because of 
everything it has to offer.

“There are so many things people take for 
granted, like being able to go to Toft Dairy and get 
ice cream,” Richard said. “Not every place has an 
ice cream place like that.”

Sandusky offers many entertainment options, like 
Cedar Point, unique restaurants and scenic views 
that would be tough to find anywhere else in Ohio.

“I love the downtown,” Nesy said. “I like 
being able to go down to the water and all the 
restaurants make the area feel alive.”

Another reason both wanted to stay was they 
enjoyed the closeness of the community and 
neighborhood. It also allows them to be an active 
part of their family’s lives.

“We have grandchildren, and that’s a lot of the 
reason to stay to be able to provide guidance and 
be there for them,” Richard said.

Richard remains excited about developments to 
the school system, and he looks forward to the new 
opportunities it will offer their grandchildren.

“I think it will be a lot nicer when the new school 
is renovated,” Richard said. “I like the new school 
concept that we have for our grandchildren. It 
builds on community unity and helps people feel 
pride.”
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SANDUSKY LIBRARY
The Sandusky Library provides support to a variety 

of the arts.
The library caters to authors and readers by 

providing author events and books from its own 
collection and from the CLEVNET network. The library 
also hosts special exhibitions, including one for Anne 
Frank in early 2019, and celebrations for children, such 
as an annual New Year’s Eve party in the afternoons on 
Dec. 31. 

By TOM JACKSON
Tandem Media Network

Sandusky is a cultural center of excellence in art, music, 
theater, literature and more. It’s a big part of the city’s history, 
present and future.

The city offers many opportunities for enrichment:

SANDUSKY STATE THEATRE
The Sandusky State Theatre, originally a movie theater that 

opened in 1928, is a regular arts hub. It hosts concerts by 
the Firelands Symphony Orchestra and local jazz musicians, 
screens movies, presents comedy shows, brings in theater 
performances and has many other events year-round.

FIRELANDS SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
Shows performed by Firelands Symphony Orchestra have 

been led Carl Topilow, who has served as conductor and music 
director since 2008. In 2017, it announced the formation of the 
Firelands Symphony Chorale, a choral group that performs at 
orchestra concerts and also hosts its own concerts.



SANDUSKY’S OUTDOOR SCULPTURES 
Support from the Lange Trust has made possible one of  

Sandusky’s most visible arts activities —the eight-piece public 
sculpture exhibit, displayed in various public spaces. It’s available 
through September 2019. 

PUBLIC ART
Starting in 2017, many community organizations have come 

together to paint murals to enliven empty spaces. They’re popular 
places where people snap photos for proms, homecomings and, 
simply, to post on social media posts to show off Sandusky.

POETRY AT MR. SMITH’S 
Poetry readings are a regular feature at Mr. Smith’s Coffee House, 

140 Columbus Ave. The coffeehouse readings are at 2 p.m. on the 
second Saturday of every month. A poet is featured and then there’s 
an open microphone for everyone.

SANDUSKY CULTURAL CENTER
The Sandusky Cultural Center, 2130 Hayes Ave., has been offering 

regular exhibits since 1967. At first, the shows focused on exhibits 
from local school children and traveling exhibits from museums. Since 
the 1970s, however, the center has focused on displaying the works 
of adult artists. 

CARRINGTON ARTS
Since it opened in 2015, Carrington Arts has hosted a series of 

art exhibitions. It opened its 19th show, “Storm,” in spring 2019. 
Established artists and up-and-comers are both featured in the shows.



Sandusky is home to one of the nation’s most 
recognizable amusement parks, a vast lakefront, 
parks and a budding downtown.

Now add a brewery to this overflowing list.
In 2018, Sandusky attorney Dan McGookey 

and his son, Michael, opened the Bait House 
Brewery on Meigs Street. The business, a 
microbrewery and pub, brews craft beers on site, 
serves alcohol and recently began offering food.

In the past decade, Dan purchased two 
buildings next to his law office; one of them 
is the former Herb’s Bait Shop, later known as 
Sandy Shore.

The second, previously a garage and multi-
unit apartment building, now houses the brew 
pub — its name honoring the legacy of the 
longtime Sandusky business sitting next door. 

“It’s kind of a tip of the hat to a local 
landmark,” Dan said. “A lot of people who 
come through can certainly relate to that, (their) 
grandfather brought them through (Herb’s) years 
ago.”

McGookey said they didn’t put the brewery 
in the former bait shop because it wasn’t big 
enough. But he wants his business to capture 
the feelings associated with the old bait shop. 

“When you’re leaving to go fishing for the day, 
you have a slight sense of exhilaration,” he said. 
“I want to have that feeling of you can let your 
hair down and just come and enjoy. ”

By BRANDON ADDEO
Tandem Media Network

BREW PUB FEATURES
Bait House Brewery serves beers, ranging from 

lagers to stouts and ales, all of which are brewed 
on site. Employees regularly rotate through their 
vast selection of tapped beers. Patrons can see 
the business’ large brewing tanks through glass 
windows inside the bar area. 

“I love it when they brew,” McGookey said. 
“The smells, if you’ve been outside a bakery, this 
is the brewing version of that. The place smells 
great. Sometimes when we’re brewing people 
come in, and they can smell it and it’s great.”

The business also has an enclosed patio area, 
which can be heated during cold weather, and 
windows that open when it’s warm outside. 

McGookey wants to open a restaurant in the 
former bait shop building. The brew pub does 
provide table service and serves food through 
a recent partnership with the Bavarian Wagon 
food truck and its owner, Sylvia Burns. 

Burns immigrated to the U.S. from Bamberg, 
Germany, located in the state of Bavaria, in 
1983 after meeting her now-husband, Mel. The 
couple previously owned the Bierkeller Pub in 
Bellevue. 

They then opened their food truck at Jackson 
Street Pier. After speaking with the McGookeys, 
who she’d known for more than 30 years, Burns 
agreed to serve food for the Bait House. 

“Our first week was St. Patrick’s Day 
weekend,” Burns said. “It’s worked out pretty 
good.”
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Burns said the Bavarian Wagon’s 
menu includes German staples, 
like Wiener schnitzel, bratwurst 
and strudel, but she’s also added 
more local fare, like Lake Erie 
perch sandwiches and burgers. 

BREWING IN SANDUSKY 
According to statista.com, there 

were 6,266 craft breweries in the 
U.S. in 2017. There were only 
about 1,700 a decade earlier. 

The popularity of craft breweries 
began growing in the late 1980s, 
McGookey said. 

“In the early 1970s, it was the 
end of an era where every town 
of a decent size had its own 
brewery,” he said. “It’s a source of 
local pride. That’s what drives the 
microbrewing industry as a whole. 
That’s come back bigger and 
stronger than ever before.” 

As craft brewing continues to 
gain popularity, McGookey said 
he hopes to one day distribute the 
Bait House’s beer to neighboring 
counties and “go from there.”

“We are going to have the 
best beer anywhere, as good as 
anybody, anywhere. That’s our 
goal.” 




